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Kearney Area 

KAHfH photographers record all the volunteers, groups 
and activities on our work site every Saturday.  Their ex-
pertise enables us to provide a photo album to each of 
our homeowners at the dedication of their house, thereby 
providing a remembrance of all the volunteers who 
helped them and the processes it took to build their new 
house.  Photo albums of each home built since 1992 are 
kept in the warehouse; photos are kept on our website; 
and finally, we prepare posters to display at the work site 
and also in our Kiosk at the Hilltop Mall.  These photogra-
phers are a skilled and cheerful group, and we are so 
thankful they have caught the Habitat spirit. 
 

For many years Merv Schliefert did a wonderful job pho-
tographing Saturday builds. Then, he and his wife, Bev, 
put the homeowner albums together.  Now we are happy 
to spread the "Joy" and have the following five great peo-
ple as photographers for 2015: 
 

Karen Vogt - has been involved with KAHFH since it 
started in 1992 and has photo-
graphed 65 of 70 houses.    
Jim McKenzie called her "flash" be-
cause she started bringing her camera 
and recording activities and peo-
ple. Karen loves taking pictures and 
also shares her talents with 4-H kids 
and their activities. Karen is too busy 
on the jobsite  to pose for us so she is 
at work. 
 

Gitzy Loder - is a business develop-
ment specialist for Kidwell in 
Kearney.  She has a 2 year old son and 
an 8 month old daughter.  Gitzy loves 
outdoor activities!  Her parents are from 
Chile and she was born in Queens, NY 
and raised in Tulsa, OK. She and her 
husband moved here about 1.5 years 
ago from KS and are loving Kearney! 
 

Carolyn Menke - is a financial planner 
for IDS Financial Services and is 
known for her many years of volun-
teerism AND her photography tal-
ents. Carolyn also takes photos for 
Prince of Peace Catholic Church, the 
Merryman Performing Arts Center 
and for numerous individuals and 
organizations for special events.  
 
  

Cindy Pickel - has worked at CHI Health 
Good Samaritan Foundation for 30 
years. She is 2015 Chair of the CoC En-
voys and an officer in Chapter IX PEO. 
Cindy is active in other volunteer organi-
zations including Walk in the Cope's 
Shoes.  She has three sons and ten 
grandchildren (age 9 mos. to 17 yrs) who 
keep her very busy. Cindy believes it is 
important to give back to the community 
by volunteering and encourages her 
grandchildren to begin volunteering at an 
early age. 
 

Lori Schulte - just finished her 18th 
year teaching Spanish at Horizon Mid-
dle School.  She is also director of the 
KHS Dance Katz.  She has been taking 
pictures and scrapbooking since high 
school and still loves it.  She and hus-
band Dan have 4 daughters who pro-
vide many opportunities for fun pic-
tures.  Lori says she is excited to share 
her love of photography with KAHfH.   

 

Another hero is Patsy Davis, a Scrapateer, who volun-
teers her scrapbooking skills in preparing one of the pho-
to albums for a homeowner.  Patsy made her first photo 
album last year for the Munoz family, and it was a beauti-
ful book.  We so appreciate her willingness to share 
those talents with us again this year.  
 

Barbara Clark has assisted KAHFH in so many 
ways.  She set up a "dropbox" so we can save all of our 
photos and post them to our website and Facebook so 
you can all enjoy what happens each week.  Her elec-
tronic expertise has helped us in many ways including 
this newsletter 
 

Bonnie Mumm - has been involved with KAHFH for 
some time as Hospitality Chair. Bonnie is a former board 
Secretary and currently prepares the homeowner albums. 
She also fills in as photographer when necessary and 
coordinates all the pictures that go in the dropbox. 
 

In Kearney Area Habitat for Humanity we have lots of unsung heroes.  In this issue of the 
news,  we would like to recognize some of those heroes - our Photographers  

We would be remiss if we did not recognize the following 
vendors who have donated the photo processing for all of 
our projects. They have been wonderful partners to 
KAHfH for many years: Walgreens, Target, Walmart 
(and the former Bob’s Superstore). 
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     Just a year and a  half ago, the KAHfH Board of Direc-
tors took a huge leap of faith and purchased 9 acres of land 
at 17th and M Streets.   
          We had been having difficulty finding suitable, afforda-
ble, lots on which to build houses. The purchase was made, 
the plans were drawn and today, two houses are being con-
structed with a third to begin really soon. The area is large 
enough to build 22 houses.  We think we will have enough 
lots through 2022 if we continue to build three per year. 
      A HUGE Thank You to Midlands Contracting, Inc. and 
Dan Roeder  Concrete, Inc. who did amazing work and com-

pleted their por-
tions of the infra-
structure ahead of 
schedule. The 
land was desig-
nated the Marlatt 
Subdivision and 
was dedicated on 
March 20, 2015.  
(You can see 
those dedication 
pictures on the 

website.) 
       A BIG Thank You to the 2015 Board of Directors who 
continue to do good work and much of it, (behind the 
scenes), needs to be completed each and every week, espe-
cially during the build season. 
       We have had a small, steady stream of volunteers but 
we could always use more.  There is much to do and many 
hands make for much progress.  If you are a part of a group 
who would like to contribute to alleviate Kearney’s afforda-
ble housing shortage or if you would like to contribute by 
yourself, there are many opportunities for you to do just that.      
       Please check out our website at habitat.kearney.net 
where you will find current building information as well as 
statements of mission and core documents.  We also update 
the pictures after each Saturday’s build. SO, if you’d like to 
see your picture there and on Facebook, come join us.  
 

— Ken Mumm, KAHfH board president 
 
 

     The Building Committee has been very busy late-
ly.  Besides trying to get two houses started,  we have 
had a lot of work to do on the water detention cell on 
the northwest corner of our new property.  We are in 
the process of putting in sidewalks as well as doing 
the final grading so the grass seed can be  planted.  
Hoehner Turf Irrigation Co has offered to donate a 
sprinkler system for this water detention cell as soon 
as we get this other work done.  So you can see we 
have plenty to do and the rainy weather has been 
complicating this a lot. 
       As you can see, the foundation and studs are up 
for the first house at 1204  E 17th St. and the founda-
tion is poured for the second house, despite the unco-
operative weather. 
     We have the walls framed up in the warehouse for 

the second and third house so when the weather 
breaks we will need a lot of help to get everything 
done and caught up.  Please consider giving a Satur-
day morning (or Tuesday or Thursday) to the cause. 
Come to the jobsite and we will find a job for you. 
     A big thank you to the building committee and all  
the volunteer help for the work so far. 
 

—Jerry  Marlatt, Construction Superintendent  

It’s Hard To Believe 

       With two homes now under construction the need for cash donations is immediate. Members of our Carpenter's 
Club have already been responding in a very timely and generous manner. Area churches, businesses and service 
clubs have also continued their inspiring financial support of this Christian housing ministry. God bless you for your 
thoughtful giving!  
        We would welcome an opportunity to talk to area groups and share the good news of what has been accomplished 
and what will be accomplished as we build simple, decent, affordable homes for and with the working poor in this 
community. If you know of a group that would enjoy hearing about this Christian housing ministry, we would like for 
you to call the KAHfH office (308) 234-6030  Please leave your contact information on the recorded line and we will 
arrange a time to tell this marvelous story.    — Fund Raising Committee 

Wearing Two Hats 

Fulfilling the Mission of Kearney Area Habitat for Humanity        

http://habitat.kearney.net/
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Ken Mumm . . . .. . . . .   Presi-
dent 
Tom Paxson . . . . .Vice-President 
Charlie Pickens . . . . . .Treasurer 
Beth Forbess  . . . . . . . .Secretary 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Jerry Marlatt  . . . . . . . . Building 
Randall Heckman . . . . . .Church 
   Relations & Volunteer Liaison 
Tina Sheets. . . . . Family Nurture 
Paul Bartlett. .  Family Selection       
Mel Wiens  . . . . . .  Fund Raising 
Bonnie Mumm . . . . .  Hospitality 
Josh Jelden . . . .Public Relations   
John Zulkoski . . . .Site Selection 
Cindy Barney . . . . . . . .  Finance 
Barbara Clark  . . . . Technology 
 

Other Board Members 
Gary Arentsen, Tom Hardekopf, 
Tammy Jeffs, Hugo Longoria, 
Jim McKenzie, Cindy McNeil,   

Fr. Christopher Morris,             
Sr. Patty Rinn, Darrell Tepley,    

Lucy Witt 
 

2015 Kearney Area  

Habitat for Humanity 

Send your email  
address to  

 

kahfh@yahoo.com  
 

with the word  
NEWSLETTER in the  

subject line and you will  
receive a full color  

Newsletter in PDF format  
in your email or read the 

news on the website. 
habitat.kearney.net 

 

A Home for Xvavier and his Mom 
 

My name is Crystene Ritchie.  I was born in Rome, NY and came to live in Ne-
braska when I was five. I am a 22 year old single Mom with a rambunctious one 
year old son, Xvavier, who is the love of my life.  Xvavier has a genetic disorder 
(Craniosynosis) that made the sutures on his skull close too early. He has had to 
have surgery and will need to be closely monitored for future problems.   
 

I work at Mid Nebraska Individual Services where I help to care for individuals 
with disabilities.  I love my job very much and hope to work there for many 
years but I am currently looking into furthering my education, hopefully soon.  
My son is my inspiration to be the best I can be. I want to give him everything I 
can and more.   
 

I want to thank all the people involved with Habitat for helping me to be able to 
give my son the home he deserves.  Thank you so  much. 

Thanks Habitat for changing our lives 
 

Hello, my name is Trisha Arnold.  I am a single mom 
to my daughter Paelee.  She is my everything and the 
reason I applied for a Habitat home.  I’m so grateful 
for our new Habitat family.  They have provided the 
opportunity for me to give Paelee a forever home.  
Without Habitat, I wouldn’t be able to provide her 
with a home where she can grow up feeling safe and 
secure.  I too am very thankful for the chance to be a 
homeowner.  Having a place to call HOME is a feel-
ing that I have never had before.   
 

This will only change our lives for the better and we 
would like to thank each and every one of the people 
involved in making our house a home.  

What it means to my family to become homeowners 
 

As part of our basic human needs, shelter is essential for our security and well 
being.  My family has lived in different houses throughout our life’s journey.  
Some we have enjoyed more than others, but regardless of whether we liked the 
building, the neighbors, or the location, we have moved for various reasons:  
work, being closer to family, or simply for a fresh start.   
 

We have good and bad memories that we’ve taken from all of these homes and 
they all have witnessed some special part of our lives.  For example, Alex’s first 
steps or Milli and Adan discovering the flour in the kitchen or my late nights of 
homework on the kitchen table. 
 

So, I guess becoming a homeowner in yet another house we will inhabit will not 
be much different than before, because my family’s foundation was started a 
long time ago and it doesn’t consist of concrete.  However, this new house, that 
we are only borrowing from the next family, will provide the essential shelter 
for my family to grow, become stronger,  and allow us to focus only on reach-
ing our goals. 
—Alicia Uribe     Milli, Adan and Alex 

Meet our 2015 Homeowners 

Tricia               Alicia         Crystene 



Kearney Area  

Habitat for Humanity 
1815 First Avenue 
Kearney, NE   68847 

Kearney Area Habitat for Humanity   1815 First Avenue, Kearney, NE 68847    308-234-6030 (office) 

Spring/Summer 2015 

BUILDING SCHEDULE 

Habitat International Web Site  www.habitat.org 
 

 
 

KAHFH Web Site  habitat.kearney.net 

 

Newsletter Printing donated by  
LIPS Print Service 

  

Saturday building begins at 8:00 a.m.  
 

Building committee works on              
Tuesday & Thursday mornings, too 

 

 Come and  work  for  an hour or two OR    
 more.  Experience is not  required. Tools    
 are provided  but  you can  bring your   
 own if you wish.  Lunch, snacks and soft 
 drinks are served, FREE of charge.   
 

Work site information  
 InfoLine: 234-4636 selection 4310 

 KGFW during the Sat 8 a.m. news 

 Web Page: habitat.kearney.net  

 Facebook: Kearney Area Habitat  

KAHfH needs YOU! 
 

 We need Volunteers: Tuesday, Thursday, or Saturday or all 
three.  No experience necessary! 

 We need ideas for Fundraisers and  we always need monetary 
donations, especially now for payments on the land. 

 

Address changes & Other Business 
 

Call 234-6030  (office)                        kahfh@yahoo.com 
 

USPS permit rules require that our mailing list be current OR we 
pay for returns.  Requests for changes can be left on the answer-
ing machine. Leave a clear, concise message so that Julie can 
get back to you ASAP.  Or send via email    BEST WAY 


