Fall/Winter 2015

Kearney Area

In Kearney Area Habitat for Humanity we have lots of unsung heroes. We would like to
recognize all who have contributed to make this another successful KAHfH year.

From Behind the Gavel

Generosity in Action

— Ken Mumm, President

— Fund Raising Committee

“It’s More than a House.” “It takes a Village to Raise a
Child.” Those two verses are among my favorites and
together, they embody the essence of Kearney Area
Habitat for Humanity.

As we come to the close of a very busy year for the
Fundraising Committee we are pleased to report coming
close (about 90% ) to raising the dollars needed to cover
all costs for the three
homes soon to be completed this building season! The wonderful response from the "Give
Where You Live" donors
provided $16,650 plus
some additional matching funds! A private foundation included us in
their year end giving!

By the time you read
this, we will have dedicated the 71st Habitat
house for Crystena
Ritchie and her son,
Xzavier. Houses 72 and
73 are not far behind,
and even though those
dedications will occur
in 2016, they represent
the “village” that has
come together in 2015
to again, put together
the framework which
allows capable, generous, and caring individuals
working with God’s people in need to build houses.
When Millard Fuller wrote More than Houses, his goal
was to help all of us understand that if a community of
believers pulls together to help and encourage one another, we do embody Christ’s love for one another. The
Nigerian proverb which includes the phrase, “It takes a
Village to Raise a Child” was written to share with the
villagers the true meaning of what it meant to reach out
and care for one another. It was meant to convey that
relationships, self-sacrificing for others, sharing, even
hospitality were so very important in everyday life.
This Winter Newsletter will, hopefully, convey that same
spirit. Without the generous contributions made by
MANY people, the “child” would not be built.

The number of Carpenter's Club members has
increased, raising the
total donations from this
extremely important
source of consistent
funding! We remain incredibly blessed by donations
from many, many churches who obviously recognize the
gospel of Jesus Christ in action!
The blend of businesses, foundations and individual donors remained crucial to the continuation of our building
simple, decent, affordable homes for and with the working poor here in Kearney.
The pattern continues with more than 40% of the money
raised coming from the several dozen homeowners, all
of whom faithfully make their monthly house payments
as they steadily reduce their mortgage balances. These
payments go directly to purchasing building materials for
much needed additional homes!

We are profoundly grateful for all of you who continue to support this Christian housing ministry!

The Board of Directors THANKS each and everyone who made this year another successful one.
Kearney Area Habitat for Humanity  1815 First Avenue, Kearney, NE 68847  308-234-6030 (office)
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From Behind the Hammer

KEARNE Y ARE A H ABITAT FOR HUMANITY

“Free Lunch”

— Jerry Marlatt, Building Superintendent

Left to right: Kay Payne, Rodger Payne, Milt Kotrc, Ken
Mumm, Jerry Marlatt, Darrell Teply, Roger Hoffman, Randall
Heckman, Gary Arentsen, Jim Swanson

It was Elane Wilcox and Edith Marlatt who
started the “free lunch” every Saturday for
those hard-working individuals at the KAHfH
build site. That tradition has continued for 23
years!
During the 2015 KAHFH build season, the following churches, civic organizations, and community businesses generously contributed
meals for our volunteer workers on various Saturdays during the season. A number in parentheses following the name of a contributor indicates the number of Saturdays on which that
contributor prepared meals during the 2015
build season.

The 2015 Habitat building season has been a very busy
and different season. As most of you know, KAHfH
purchased a 9-acre tract of land in southeast Kearney. This was a very good investment for our affiliate,
but it has also created many issues and extra work for
us. The entire infrastructure had to be put in as the
first phase of the project before we could start building houses this spring. Part of this was hired done, but
we had to put in all of the electrical conduit for the
project ourselves. This took a lot of time and hard
work. We also had to work on the water retention lot,
put in sidewalks and plant grass. These are some of
the reasons that have added to the length of the 2015
building season. We will be finishing and dedicating
the last two houses for this year in January.
Many Thanks goes to the super dedication and extra
hard work by the Building Committee. The
2016 building season will start the first part of
April. We look forward to working with all of you
again and hopefully, with many new people as well.
Our 2015 Homeowners: Crystene, Alicia & Tricia

A great big THANK YOU goes out to all of the
many people involved in preparing meals for our
workers during the 2015 build season:
Catholic Daughters, St. James Catholic
Gibbon Baptist Church
Grace Fellowship (2)
Zion Lutheran Church
DobyTown Kiwanis
Family of Christ Lutheran (3)
Faith United Methodist (2)
PEO Chapter IX
St. George Orthodox Church
Trinity Presbyterian
First United Methodist Friendship Class (2)
First Baptist Church (3)
Hope Evangelical Free Church
Girl Scout Troup 610
Loup City United Methodist
First Lutheran Church
First Presbyterian Church
Prince of Peace Catholic
Kearney Evangelical Free Church (2)
Living Faith Fellowship
Dawn Rotary Club
First United Methodist Seekers Class
Little Caesars Pizza
Holy Cross Lutheran Church
Kearney Chamber Young Professionals
—Randall Heckman, Chief Meal Organizer
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Hospitality Committee

Send your email address to

According to the instructions for Committee Chairs, the Hospitality Committee is the host for the Kearney Area Habitat for Humanity Building
Site. Their function is to make sure there is adequate food and beverages
and necessary supplies on hand for volunteers at the building job site
each Saturday during the building season and for the Dedication Ceremonies. These people are sometimes the first to greet volunteers, so they
are the ones who hopefully make our volunteers glad they came to help.
We are so pleased to have four groups that serve the committee, so each
is only committed to about one Saturday per month on average. These
volunteers show the true spirit of Habitat for Humanity providing simple,
decent provisions, but big hearts and smiles for our volunteers.

kahfh@yahoo.com

Pat Skiles, Virginia Britton
and Nancy Purintun

Pam Miller, Sue Broeker,
and Beth Forbess

with the word
NEWSLETTER in the
subject line and you will
receive a full color
Newsletter in PDF format
in your email or read the
news on the website.
habitat.kearney.net

Address changes &
Other Business

Call 234-6030 (office)

kahfh@yahoo.com
Please leave a clear, concise
message so that Julie can get
back to you ASAP.

Or send via email
BEST WAY

Sister Patty Rinn and St James Volunteers Peg Braden, Michelle
Costello, Sue Everette, Phyllis Wittenbach, Barbara Wellman,
Gloria Vasquez, Maggie Arias, Maria Loya, Yolanda Martinez,
Carla Chavez and Fidelia Chavez (some are not pictured)

2015 Kearney Area

Habitat for Humanity
Ken Mumm . . . .. . . . . President
Tom Paxson . . . . .Vice-President
Charlie Pickens . . . . . .Treasurer
Beth Forbess . . . . . . . .Secretary

Committee Chairpersons
Jerry Marlatt . . . . . . . . Building
Randall Heckman . . . . . .Church
Relations & Volunteer Liaison
Tina Sheets. . . . . Family Nurture
Paul Bartlett. . Family Selection
Mel Wiens . . . . . . Fund Raising
Bonnie Mumm . . . . . Hospitality
Josh Jelden . . . .Public Relations
John Zulkoski . . . .Site Selection
Cindy Barney . . . . . . . . Finance
Barbara Clark . . . . Technology

Carol Dawes and
Bonnie Mumm

Other Board Members
Gary Arentsen, Tom Hardekopf,
Tammy Jeffs, Hugo Longoria,
Jim McKenzie, Fr. Christopher
Morris, Sr. Patty Rinn, Darrell
Tepley, Lucy Witt
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Newsletter Printing donated by

LIPS Print Service

KAHfH Annual Meeting & Volunteer Appreciation Supper

February 9, 2016 6:30 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church
4511 6th Ave Kearney, NE
KAHfH Board provides the main dish and side dishes but you can contribute if you wish.

Habitat International Web Site www.habitat.org

KAHFH Web Site habitat.kearney.net
Kearney Area Habitat for Humanity  1815 First Avenue, Kearney, NE 68847  308-234-6030 (office)

